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CHARACTER LIST 

 

 

FRANKIE is the central character. When Frankie was younger, she used 

to be a force of nature, inspiring those around her by her optimism and 

strength in fighting the climate crisis. But she has lost hope in the face of 

too little change happening, too late. She feels powerless and lost – and 

has cut herself off from her friends.  

 

 

JACK is Frankie’s oldest friend, and loves her more than pretty much 

anything. Jack is a hopeless optimist – a glass half full-type. He often 

puts his foot in it. He loves nature, and is eager to learn everything he 

can about the world. He’s a bit scared of Katie, who... 

 

 

 has been Frankie’s closest friend over the past few years. KATIE is 

practical, and no-nonsense – meaning she can sometimes be quite 

sharp with people. She is fiercely protective of Frankie, but sometimes 

looks down on Jack for having his head in the clouds.  

 

 

 

KEITH, PHIL, and TIM – real-life scientists whose research was hacked and maliciously 

spread as part of a climate denialist campaign, called ‘Climate Gate’, in 2009. KEVIN and 

MIKE are also scientists whose research was hacked – these parts are played by the 

audience. 
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SYNOPSIS 

As the audience enter, they are asked to write down what they’d fight to save on a piece 

paper… 

East Anglia: It’s 2009. KEITH, PHIL, and TIM explain that their research has been hacked 

and maliciously spread as part of a climate denialist campaign, called ‘Climate Gate’.  

Frankie’s living room: It’s 2026. Katie and Jack introduce us to their best friend Frankie. 

They explain that she used to fight against the climate crisis – but she no longer believes 

she can make a difference. 

However, she has just received a letter from the last polar in the wild. We hear the letter 

sung by Ivan the polar bear. Ivan explains the ice he was living on broke off, and he’s drifted 

down to Scotland. He gives Frankie coordinates to where he is, which lead to an area of 

peat-land at the top of Scotland. 

Frankie tells her friends about the letter. Although they initially don’t believe her, when they 

see that she’s fixed on going to save Ivan, they decide to come with her – to keep her safe. 

Katie’s car: The friends, who are already bored, squabble on their journey. Their game of 

eye-spy leads Jack to explain how peat bogs store carbon, and to an argument between 

Katie and Frankie about whether it’s OK that they’re driving to save a polar bear. This 

distracts them from the road so they almost run over a group of protestors, who are shutting 

down main roads to protest against online retail companies. The friends decide to ditch the 

car, and travel to Scotland by train. 

The train: We see Katie and Jack on the train. Just before Preston, the train breaks down, 

due to flooding. The train conductor offers a rail replacement bus service – but while waiting 

for the bus, the rain is so heavy that the friends are forced to run into the nearest building…  

Which is revealed to be a data centre! Katie explains how data centres use loads of 

electricity, causing more emissions than aeroplanes do. Katie and Jack disagree over 

whether data centres are necessary, turning to the audience to help them decide. At this 

point, Frankie gets upset. She explains that she feels stuck, just like Ivan is – only she’s 

trapped by how impossible it is to live in a way which doesn’t damage the planet. The rain 

worsens, the data centre’s flooding systems are engaged, and the friends run outside before 

the building goes into lockdown. 

East Anglia: We return to Keith, Phil and Tim. They explain that – because of the hacking of 

their research – the 2009 climate conference at Copenhagen was a disaster. World leaders 

used the doubt caused by the hack as an excuse not to take action.  

A hill: Katie, Jack and Frankie fight their way through the flood. They eventually reach 

higher ground, stumbling into an area of rewilded land on a hillside where they find refuge 

from the rain. Katie and Jack cheer Frankie up by pointing out the beautiful nature around 

them, and by reminding her that, even when things seem dark, they’ll always be there for 

her. 

East Anglia: We see Keith, Phil and Tim one final time. They discuss where the 

responsibility for the climate crisis lies, and they hatch a plan – to bring people together, with 

the aid of a polar bear… 

Glasgow: The friends arrive in Glasgow. While changing trains, they come across another 

protest – blocking the building of a large company who have plans to buy a forest south of 
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the city, and to cut it down for space to build a new warehouse. Frankie convinces Jack and 

Katie that they should join in the protest. When it starts raining heavily and some protestors 

start to head home, the friends help cover the protestors with umbrellas, and Frankie leads 

them in a protest song. The friends help stop the business-people from buying the forest that 

day – and realise the protestors around them will be back every day to continue to stop the 

sale. 

Train: We briefly see Frankie and Katie, who are back on the train – on the final leg of the 

journey up to Forsinard.  

Forsinard: The friends arrive in Forsinard. They set off, on foot, to the coordinates. 

However, when they arrive, Ivan is nowhere to be found. The friends look for him, but 

eventually even Frankie realises that he’s not there, and she decides the whole thing was a 

hoax. Jack and Katie manage to cheer her up and they decide to head home – but, just 

before they do, they notice that the peat around them seems to be breathing. Jack explains 

that peatland is an incredible carbon store, the UK’s alone holding 3.2 billion tonnes of 

carbon.  

When the friends turn to head home again, they realise it has got so dark that they can’t see 

which way they came from – and their phones are out of battery. They huddle down, 

desperate for light… Until a member of the audience gets onto the bicycle generator.  

The friends spot the member of the audience, and then the whole crowd of audience 

gathered around them! Each member of the audience also has a “letter” – the piece of paper 

they’d written down what they’d save on. Jack finds a letter hidden by the scientists at the 

coordinates – explaining that they’d written the letters to Frankie and to the audience, to 

bring them here on this particular night, to show them that the Earth was still fighting to 

survive, and that, together, they could fight to save it too.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please contact bea@pigfoottheatre.com if you have any questions about the 

accessibility of the performance. 
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